Five Days Capacity Building Programme on Integrated Fish
Farming for the Fish Farmers of Oinam, Bishnupur District,
Manipur

The ICAR-Central Institute of Coldwater Fisheries Research (ICAR-CICFR),
Bhimtal, under its North Eastern Region (NER) activities, organized a five-day
capacity-building programme on “Integrated Fish Farming for Livelihood
Generation” from 27-31st October, 2025 at Oinam Community Hall,
Bishnupur District, Manipur. The programme was conducted in collaboration
with the Department of Fisheries, Government of Manipur, and the
Bishnupur District Milk Cooperative Union Ltd. (BIMUL), Oinam. The primary
objective of the training was to enhance the knowledge and technical skills of
fish farmers by introducing them to scientific farm management practices and
promoting the adoption of modern tools and technologies to improve fish
productivity and strengthen livelihood opportunities. Fish farming in Manipur
has a long-standing tradition, and the state holds immense potential owing
to the high local demand for fish.

The programme was inaugurated on 27t October, 2025 in the presence of Mr.
W. Ibohal Singh, MCS, Registrar, Co-operative Society of Manipur as Chief
Guest, Mr. K. Dineshwar Singh, District Fisheries Officer, Bishnupur as
Guest of Honor and Mr. N. Devananda Singh, President, BIMUL. On the
inaugural day, fish seed and feed were distributed to the participating
farmers, and an informative bulletin on Integrated Fish Farming was released
and shared among the participants. Over the five days, lectures,
demonstrations, and interactive sessions were conducted covering a wide
range of topics, including carp polyculture, integrated farming models (such
as fish—pig, fish-duck, poultry-fish, paddy-fish, and fish-horticulture
integrations), farm management practices, feeding strategies, water quality
monitoring, breeding and seed production of important cultivable species,
value addition, and marketing strategies. Farmers were also informed about
the RAS and other advanced production technologies.

Field visits and practical demonstrations were conducted during the training.
Participants visited nearby Oinam fish farms to observe best management
practices and gain hands-on experience. A carp hatchery at Kamong, Imphal
West was also visited, and suggestions for its renovation to enhance local carp
seed production were given. During the training, the formation of the Oinam
Women-Led Integrated Fish Farming Cluster was also finalized to promote
collective women's participation in aquaculture development in the area. As
part of the exposure visit, participants visited Loktak Lake on 30th October,
2025, where they were introduced to the principles and methods of cage
culture in large water bodies as a means of improving fish production and
resource utilization.

The programme concluded with a valedictory function on 31st October, 2025,
graced by Mr. N. Debananda Singh, President, BIMUL, along with Mr. Brojen
Singh and Mr. Moirangningthou, local representatives. Certificates of
participation were distributed to all the trainees. The training programme



received wide coverage in leading English and Manipuri newspapers and
television channels across Manipur. Feedback collected from the participants
highlighted their appreciation for the practical approach of the training and
their request for similar programmes to be organized more frequently. The
farmers expressed that the training significantly improved their
understanding of scientific fish farming and motivated them to adopt
improved technologies for higher income generation. A total of 24 men and 26
women fish farmers participated in the programme.

The training was organized under the guidance of Dr. Amit Pande, Director,
ICAR-CICFR, Bhimtal, and coordinated by Dr. Suresh Chandra, Principal
Scientist & Head (HERM), Dr. Kh. Victoria Chanu, Senior Scientist and Dr.
Sumanta Kumar Mallik, Scientist (SG). The programme concluded with a vote
of thanks by Shri Malem Singh, the fish farmer and local organizer of the
training.
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Inaugural session of the training program and release of the Bulletin on
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Feeds and fingerlin




Fingerling size fish seed and feed distribution by Chief Guest
to Oinam fish farmers







