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a S\ FROM DIRECTOR’S DESK w

Dear Reader,

In the North East region of our country the coldwater fisheries occupy a prominent position in the
States of Arunachal Pradesh, Meghalya, Nagaland, Sikkim, Manipur, part of Assam and Mizoram.
National Research Center on Coldwater Fisheries, Bhimtal has initiated collective efforts along with
the local agencies, authorities and Universities of this region involved in development of the coldwater
fisheries sector to gather information on coldwater fish and fisheries. Initially two states Arunachal
Pradesh and Sikkim have been surveyed for fisheries resources, fish biodiversity and aquaculture
development. Sites for demonstrating composite carp farming involving Chinese carps and chocolate
mahseer with the provision of feed plus fertilizers has been identified and the farmers of the region
were involved at every step to demonstrate themn each and all aspect of the technology.

As these States are bestowed with valuable indigenous fish germplasm, adequate R&D support in
fisheries sector is very crucial to the region. Fish can play a pivotal role in supplementing protein
requirement of the people residing in remote hilly regions and can also provide means of subsistence
and additional source of income. To promote the activities related to fisheries development ample efforts
are required for Human Resource Development, as not many institutions in the country are providing
training programmes in fisheries and aquaculture sector specific to coldwaters. In this regards National
Research Centre on Coldwater Fisheries have taken initiatives and have conducted training programines,
published reading material in the regional languages and is also giving site demonstration to the
Jarmers to carry out aquaculture of fish species suitable to the climatic conditions. As the fish culture
activities will supplement to the income of the farmers and a data base will also be generated for the
available fish species in the region.

I request the readers to provide information pertaining to fish and fisheries in NE region which will
be published in this Newsletter for the benefit of fish farmers, planners and concerned authorities.

This Year 2005 has come to an end and I wish all our readers a very Happy New Year 2000.

Madan Mohan

\_




NEWS FROM RESEARCH FRONT

Fisheries R&D activities in NEH region

The North East region (Lat. 21.57° 29.30° N; Long. 88°
-97.30° E) comprise the states of Arunachal Pradesh, Assam,
Manipur, Mizoram, Meghalya, Nagaland, Sikkim and Tripura
covering an area of 2.62 lakh sq. km. The North East India
is mostly hilly and only about 30% area is plain on both sides
of the river Brahamputra and Barak. Mountain and hills cover
most of Arunachal Pradesh, Mizoram, Meghalya, Nagaland
and Sikkim. Some part of Assam, Manipur and Tripura also
are hilly. The topography of the region varies from few meters
from sea level to snow line mountains and has different kinds
of agro climatic zones. This area receive highest rainfall during
prolong rainy season from March to October. As a result
aquatic resources in form of rivers, stream, lakes, reservoirs,
bheels, swamps and ponds are vast and varied. Icthyofauna
is rich and more then 267 fish species have been reported.
Commercially important group of fishes are Mahseer,
Schizothorax spp., Barils and Carps.

The coldwater fisheries occupy a prominent position
especially in Arunachal Pradesh, Meghalya, Nagaland, Sikkim,
Manipur, part of Assam and Mizoram. National Research
Center on Coldwater Fisheries, Bhimtal recently has stepped
in NE region and doing hard efforts to collect more and more
information on coldwater fisheries, developing close liaison
with the agencies, authorities and the locals who have common
interest and stake in cold water sector development. The aim
is to prepare a blueprint for coldwater fisheries development
for the region. To achieve these objectives NRC on coldwater
fisheries Bhimtal has initiated fisheries research and
development activities in the region giving priorities to the
state of Arunachal Pradesh and Sikkim.

Survey of fisheries resources

To manage the fish and fisheries in NEH region on
scientific line a collaborative programme, Rapid Survey of
Fisheries Resources in Arunachal Predesh is in progress. The
qualified and trained students from Zoology Department, Rajiv
Gandhi University, Ronohill, Itanagar have been engaged to
cover all the 14 districts of the state. The data pertaining to
morphology and bioecology of all aquatic bodies and fish

biodiversity therein is being recorded. In addition, this ground
survey work will be validated through GIS.

Fish biodiversity in Arunachal Pradesh

The rivers/stream namely Deopani, Epipani, Diha,
Enjupani, Dibang were surveyed and recorded 26 fish species
dominated by T. putitora T. progenies, Neolissochilis
hexagonolepis, N hexastichus, Schizothorax richardsoni,
Schizothoraichthys progastus, Labeo dyvocheilus, . Among
the surveyed streams the Deopani was found having
abundant stock of Katli. Shally, a closed lake having an area
of 2.0 ha and famous for mahseer angling exhibit good stock
of Katli and minor carps. The introduced IMC and Chinese
carps figure well in catch. Good spawner in wild is available.
[t is an ideal place for setting up a mahseer hatchery for seed
production.

Aquaculture development in Sikkim

A site for demonstrating composite carp farming involving
Chinese carps and Chocolate Mahseer with the provision of
feed plus fertilizers has been identified at ICAR Complex
Tadong near Gangtok. The prestocking management
programme is completed and stocking of seed is to be done.
The tarmers of the region will be involved at every step to
demonstrate them each and all aspect of the technology.

Aquaculture development in Arunanchal Pradesh

In total 14 sites have been identified with the help of
Arunanchal University/ State Fisheries Department to
demonstrate Coldwater Aquaculture in the state. All the
ponds have been stocked with fish seed of grass carp, silver
carp, common carp, rohu /mahseer @ 5-6 fish/m” in a
judicious combination according to productivity of the pond.
The drawn schedule of feeding and fertilization is being
followed. The farmers have been given all information
regarding composite carp farming system, Two students of
AP university Itanagar, trained at NRC on Coldwater
Fisheries Bhimtal will coordinate the fish culture activities.
All the recurring expenditure on fishery inputs involved during
demonstration program is being borne by NRCCWF.

EXTENSION ACTIVITIES

Exhibitions

*  On the occasion of National Seminar on ‘Uttaranchal mai
matsayaki ki sambhawanaei’ jointly organized by H.N.B.
Garhwal University and CIFE at Srinagar Garhwal during

October 28-29, 2005. Institute put up an exhibition stall
at the venue of the seminar in which achievements of
NRCCWF were highlighted through display of
photographic posters and departmental publications.
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The NRCCWF set -up a stall at Seventh Indian Fisheries
Forum organized at Banglore during November 8-12,
2005. The various research activities of the Institute were
displayed including the various departmental publications.

The Institute displayed its research and development

activities during the International workshop on fisheries
and aquaculture in Indus River Region Conservation,
Management and Development of Indigenous Fauna® at
Ludhiana, Punjab organized by Indian Society of Fisheries
Professionals, Mumbai during December 20-22, 2005.

MEETINGS

Rajbhasha Committee

The regular quarterly meetings of the Hindi cell of the

Institute were convened under the Chairmanship of the
Director. In these meetings proposals were discussed and
approved to improve the use of Hindi language in day-to-day
activities of the Institute by the scientific, technical and the
administrative members of staff.

Joint Staff Council (LJSC)

The Institute’s Joint Staff Council’s meetings were held
under the Chairmanship of the Director and were attended
by all the members from official and staff side. In the
meetings action taken report on previous agenda items were
reviewed and new agenda items were discussed.

ENGAGEMENTS

Dr. Madan Mohan, Director attended the XVIIIth Annual
Confterence of the National Environmental Science
Academy organized at J.B. Institute of Engineering and
Technology, Hyderabad during October 25-27,2005.

Dr. Madan Mohan, Director attended National Seminar
on ‘Uttaranchal mai matsayaki ki sambhawanaei” jointly
organized by H.N.B. Garhwal University and CIFE at
Srinagar Garhwal during October 28-29,2005.

Dr. Madan Mohan, Director attended 10th Meeting of
National Committee on Exotics at Krishi Bhavan, New
Delhi.

Dr. Madan Mohan, Director; Dr. C.B. Joshi, Principal
Scientist; Dr. Shyam Sunder, Principal Scientist; Shri.
T.M. Sharma, T-2 and Shri. Hayat Singh Chauhan, SSG-
[IT attended the Seventh Indian Fisheries Forum

Organized at Banglore during November 8-12,2005.

*  Dr. Madan Mohan, Director participated in the Meeting
of Directors of ICAR, Fisheries Research Institutes at
PDBC, Banglore during November 12-13,2005,

*  Dr. Madan Mohan, Director attended meeting convened
by Department of Fisheries, Government of Haryana for
preparing Action Plan for development of fisheries in the
State during November 29-30, 2005.

e Dr. Madan Mohan, Director visited CIFT, Kochi and

mahseer hatchery at Pookute lake during December
9-10, 2005.

»  Shri. A.K. Joshi, Hindi Translator participated in the All

India Official Language Seminar held at Pondicherry
during December 27-29,2005.

HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT

Training

Dr. Yasmeen Basade, Scientist (Senior Scale)
successtully completed the summer school on *Aquatic
microbiology with reference to aquaculture’ organized by
CIFE (Deemed University). Mumbai during September
21 to October 11, 2005.

Dr. Rajeev Kapila, Scientist (Senior Scale) participated
in the training course on ‘Molecular techniques for gene

characterization and genome analysis® held at NBAGR,
Karnal during November 17-26, 2005.

Foreign training

*  Shri. Prem Kumar, Scientist (Senior Scale) and Shri.
R.S. Haldar, T-5 participated in the study visit to NARC
Nepal under the ICAR-NARC Work Plan for 2003-2004
in the field of “Trout Farming’ during December 12-16.
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EVENTS

Independence Day Celebrations

Independence Day was celebrated by unfurling of the
National Flag by the Director Dr. Madan Mohan. The
Director addressed the gathering of the staff member and
asked the staff members to work in unity towards the
achievement of the goals of the Institute. The function was
marked by plantation in the premises of the new complex of

Regional Tusar Research Station, Bhimtal graced the
occasion as Chief Guest. Dr. Madan Mohan, Director
addressed the gathering and was of the view that a Hindi
magazine can be published by the Institute relating to the
requirements of the fish farmers of the hill region of the
country. The celebrations were concluded by vote of thanks
by Shri. Amit Kumar Joshi, Hindi Translator.

the Institute by the Director and staff members of the
Institute.

Hindi pakhwada

In order to promote Hindi as an Official language Hindi
pakhwada was celebrate by the Institute from September 14-
20, 2005. During this week long celebrations, Hindi essay
competition, Hindi typing competition, etc. were organized and
the winners were rewarded during the closing ceremony of
the week long celebrations. Dr. Yadav, Senior Scientist,

NRCCWF Foundation Day

The Institute’s eighteenth Foundation Day was celebrated
on September 27, 2005. Dr. Madan Mohan, Director
welcomed all the staff members to participate in the function
and urged staff members to join hands and work together
for development of the centre. The occasion was graced by
Smt. Nadhimani Tripathi, CDO as Chief Guest. Smt. Chitra
Thapa, Chairperson, Nagar Panchyat, Bhimtal and other
officials from private and government institutions and farmers
of the area were also present to celebrate the event.

VISITORS

The following dignitaries visited the Institute during July
to December 2005:

Dr. S. Ayyappan, Deputy Director-General (Fisheries),
ICAR, New Delhi; Dr. V.R. Chitranshi, ADG (Inland

Fisheries), ICAR, New Delhi; Dr. Anil Agarwal, Principal
Scientist, ICAR, New Delhi; Dr. S.D. Singh, Principal
Scientist, CIFE, Mumbai; Dr. M.P. Singh Kohli, Principal
Scientist, CIFE, Mumbai.

STAFF NEWS

Transfer

Shri. Manni Lal, assistant was transferred to Central Institute of Post Harvest Engineering and Technology (ICAR), Ludhiana

as Junior Accounts Officer.

Retirement

Shri. Bakshi Ram, T-2 (Driver) after serving this Centre from September 3, 1964
to September 30, 2005 retired on attaining superannuation. The staff members of
the Institute wish him a happy and prosperous life after retirement.
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